







February 10, 2009

To Whom It May Concern,


This letter is to serve as a letter of recommendation for Jeff Purdom.   Jeff has been a teacher’s assistant in the self contained Multi-Needs Program at Naperville North High School for the past year and a half.  I teach two periods a day in this classroom, while another teacher teaches the rest of the instructional day with this population.  The program currently serves 13 students, ages 14 to 19 years old, who are both physically and cognitively impaired.

Jeff has been an integral part of the Multi-Needs Program and will be greatly missed when he leaves to pursue his teaching career.  He has been responsible for the more basic needs of our physically handicapped students including; feeding, toileting, transfers in and out of wheelchairs, and monitoring of behavior charts, as well as direct instruction with individuals and small groups.   Jeff is a positive role model for our students, as they enjoy his sense of humor and quiet, but caring nature.  He has a confident, gentle approach to handling difficult students, which is very effective with our population.   He is also well liked by the regular education peers who assist in our program.

Jeff’s involvement at Naperville North has gone beyond the special education program.  He helped coach the NNHS Boys Varsity Cross Country Team to a state championship, and he also coached the NNHS Boys Freshman Basketball team for two years.  Jeff also attends school sponsored Council for Exceptional Children events and activities on his own time, which the students love.  


I am confident that Jeff Purdom will be an outstanding teacher and an asset to any district he works in.


Respectfully,


Clare Severson


Naperville North High School

Special Education Department


National Board Certified Teacher


(630) 369-2320
